
The Quiet 
Courage of Hope
Confronting Poverty 
with Compassion

Poverty is more than a lack of 
money - it is a weight that presses 
on the soul, a quiet, unrelenting 
struggle to survive in a world that 
often looks the other way. It strips 
life down to its barest essentials, 
where choices are scarce, dignity 
is eroded, and each day is a 
battle to secure the things many 
scarcely notice - a warm place 
to sleep, enough food to eat, a 
sense of safety, a future worth 
imagining.

It often begins with a moment no 
one plans for: the loss of a job, 
the death of a loved one, the 
fracture of a relationship, or 
the onset of illness. In these 
moments of crisis, what

should be a temporary setback can 
become a long descent, not just into 
financial hardship, but into isolation, 
anxiety, and self-doubt. Poverty 
doesn’t just steal your means; it can 
chip away at your sense of self. 

To live in poverty is not simply to 
go without - it is to live unseen, 
misjudged, sometimes even blamed. 
It is to internalise the message that 
you are less - less capable, less 
deserving, less human. 
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As always, 100% of your donations 
are used to alleviate financial 
distress without deductions for 
administrative or other costs.

“We are grateful for the continued 	
	 strong support we receive”

“Our donors give generously, 	
	 knowing that 100% of their gifts  
	 go to where they are needed 	
	 most”

100% of your help gets to 
where it is needed most!



(continued from page 1)

And yet, within that darkness, there 
should always be an ember of hope.

At Protestant Aid, we believe 
in that ember. We believe that 
even in the hardest moments, 
people deserve to be met, not with 
judgment, but with compassion 
- real, tangible compassion that 
brings relief, restores dignity, and 
reignites hope. 

This is not a lofty ideal. It is a practical, 
daily effort - grounded in respect, 
empathy, and an unshakable belief in 
the humanity of every person we help.

We do not offer charity from above, 
but solidarity from beside.  And we are 
not alone. At the heart of this mission 
is you - our donors, our supporters, 
our partners in compassion. Your 
generosity is not abstract. It becomes 
warmth in a cold room, a meal on an 

empty table, peace in the mind of a 
worried parent. Recently, the Rector of 
a family we assisted put it into words 
better than we ever could:

“Protestant Aid has been a beacon 
of light in the darkness for this 
family”

That gratitude, heartfelt and sincere, 
belongs not just to us but to you - 
each of you who chooses to act in the 
face of need. With every contribution, 
you become part of something 
enduring: a quiet revolution of 
kindness, a shared belief that people 
matter, and that together, we can 
face poverty not with fear, but with 
fierce compassion.

You are not just donors - you are 
companions on a journey toward 
something better. A journey of 
hope.

Geoff Scargill

Have you 
considered leaving 
a gift to Protestant 
Aid in your Will?
Legacies have become an 
increasingly important contribution  
to PA’s funds over the years. 

They are entrusted to PA by those who 
have left provision in their Wills, and 
because they can be invested wisely, 

are an invaluable resource towards 
the continuity of our work. Leaving a 
gift to PA in your Will is an amazing 
way for your generosity to last  
beyond your own lifetime.

Legacies



A United Vision of 
Hope

Ireland’s 
economy may be 
officially at “full 
employment”, 
but for many, 
hardship 
remains a daily 
reality. Nearly 
half a million 
people are still at 
risk of poverty, 

with 200,000 living in consistent 
deprivation. 

Behind those statistics are real lives, 
and it’s here that Protestant Aid 
continues to stand firmly, offering hope, 
dignity, and support where it’s needed 
most.

Every week, we hear more distressing 
stories from clergy and social workers, 
as urgent appeals for help reach 
record levels. But in the face of growing 
need, your generosity shines. Thanks to 
your continued and increased support, 
we’re able to respond with compassion 
and practical aid, helping individuals 
and families navigate crises with 
dignity.

In our nursing homes, Brabazon and 
St John’s House, we remain deeply 
committed to providing not just 
care, but community. Our residents 
are met with warmth, respect, and 
personalised attention, each day 
shaped by kindness and a shared 
sense of belonging.

None of this would be possible without 
the tireless dedication of our Charitable 
Services team, the expert leadership of 
our Board, and the daily devotion of our 
Directors of Nursing, General Managers, 
and care teams. To each of them: 
thank you.

And to you, our donors and 
supporters, thank you for believing 
in a better, fairer society. Your 
compassion enables us to bring light 
where there is darkness, comfort 
where there is pain, and hope where 
it’s needed most. Together, we are not 
just giving, we are changing lives.

Let us continue, united in this vision of 
hope.

Trevor Watkins
Chairperson

Chairperson’s Report



Bridging the 
Growing Divide

As we move 
through the 
latter half of 
2025, I want to 
take a moment 
to reflect on 
some of the 
challenges we 
are facing and 
highlight the 
critical role that 

Protestant Aid plays in responding 
to them.

Across Ireland, we are seeing a 
deepening divide. Nowhere is this 
more visible than in the cost of 
living-particularly food prices, which 
continue to soar at rates unseen in 
over a decade. 

For the many families we support, the 
weekly grocery shop is becoming an 
exercise in anxiety.    

Food inflation doesn’t just stretch 
budgets, it erodes dignity. For those 
people we support who are already 
living on the margins such as lone 
parents or pensioners living alone, 
even a small increase in the price of 
food can push them into crisis.

The facts don’t lie. In 2024, requests 
for urgent financial support to 
Protestant Aid via our network of 
social workers and clergy rose by 3% 
and this trend continues - in the last 
three years alone, applications for 
help have increased by 36%. 

Every day, more people are turning 
to us because they have run out of 
options. It is not a surprise with 13% of 
the population at risk of poverty and 
one in five children now living below 
the poverty line after housing costs 
are taken into account.  

Parents are facing the impossible 
choice between paying the electricity 
bill or putting food on the table. Older 
people are cutting back on heating 
to afford basic essentials. Working 
families who never imagined they 
would need support are contacting 
us for help. 

Thanks to your 
support, we are 
able to act quickly, 
offering real, 
practical help 
when someone is 
at breaking point. 
Together, we can 
keep the lights on. 
We can protect 
families. As CEO, I am concerned 
amid the growing need, but I am also 
encouraged that, with your help, we 
can truly change lives during these 
difficult times.

I thank you for standing with us. As 
always, every cent we receive from 
your donation goes directly towards 
helping people weather these 
storms. Your continued support is the 
lifeblood of our work - for every family 
we feed, every child we support, and 
every life we uplift. Thank you.

David Webb
CEO

A Message from the CEO



By Cheque
I would like to make a donation of:

	

Name:

Address:

Eircode:		  Tel:

Email:

Please return to: Protestant Aid,  
202A Merrion Road, Dublin D04 R9W8.

Thank you for being our partners in tackling poverty.

How you can help - TODAY!
We remain very grateful to our donors who 
consistently support Protestant Aid, and therefore 
actively participate in making a difference to the 
lives of so many individuals and families within our 
community. Your partnership is so valuable to us.

Donations can be made in a number of ways:

• 	 By Cheque - posted to Protestant Aid,  
	 202A Merrion Road, Dublin D04 R9W8.

• 	 Online at www.protestantaid.org 
	 using the Donation Form.

• 	 Standing Order - If you wish to contribute in  
	 this way, please find our bank details below, or 	
	 alternatively use our Standing Order form which  
	 is available from Protestant Aid (or can be 		
	 downloaded from our website).

	 Protestant Aid Bank Account Details
	 A/C Name: 	 Protestant Aid
	 IBAN: 		  IE39 AIBK 9312 9214 7880 64
	 BIC: 		  AIBKIE2D
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Compassion 
in Action

“Joan is incredibly 
grateful for this 
donation. She is really 
struggling post-
treatment and this 
cheque has reduced 
much of her stress. She 
wanted to thank you 
all for the brilliant work 
you do. It really makes 
a huge difference”. 

Social Worker

“I truly appreciate 
the Education grant 
support; it will make 
such a difference”. 

Recipient 

“I can confirm that 
Sheila has received 
your grant. It has been 
of great value to her 
and she was sincerely 
grateful. Thank you for 
your work, it means a 
great deal to many 
people”.  

Rector



The Department 
of Rural & 
Community 
Development
We extend our sincere thanks 
to the Department of Rural and 
Community Development, for 
its continued support in 2025. 
Through The Social Inclusion 
and Communities Unit fund, the 
Department provided an annual 
grant of €250,000. Every cent 
of this funding goes directly to 
individuals and families facing 
financial hardship - a lifeline in 
times of growing need. 

The Department’s steadfast 
partnership over the years has 
enabled us to provide a vital 
source of hope for thousands 
of households navigating 
economic uncertainty.

Protestant Aid is authorised by the 
Revenue Commissioners as an 
approved body under the Charitable 
Donation Scheme under the terms of 
Section 848A Taxes Consolidation Act 
1997.

This means that if you pay tax and 
donate €250 or more in one calendar 
year, by reclaiming tax on your 
donation we can increase it by an 
extra 45%. For example, if you donate 
€250, that could be worth €362.32 to 
Protestant Aid.

To enable PA to claim this relief all 
you need to do is to complete a form 
(CHY3 Enduring Certificate- valid for 
5 years or CHY4 Annual Certificate - 
valid for 1 year).

Online 
Donations
It has never been 
easier to help!
A widely used feature of our website 
is the facility to donate online. This 
eliminates the need for cheques, 
envelopes and postage and the  
entire process is seamless and easy.  
Please consider donating today at  
www.protestantaid.org

Special 
Thanks

Donors’ 
Generosity


